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Reconciliation begins with education

KAIROS & Legacy of Hope networks mobilize to advance full implementation of
Indigenous history and culture in public schools

KAIROS Mass Blanket Exercise,
held on Parliament Hill, June
2015.

One of them, Call to Action 62.i,

curriculum on residential schools,

“I never knew.”

This comment is often made by Canadians who participate in the
Blanket Exercise, an interactive KAIROS workshop that teaches
the history of Canada from an Indigenous perspective. They
confide that they never knew about the Indian Residential Schools
(IRS), which the Canadian government funded and several
churches ran for 130 years.

One reason they never knew is because the IRS and other impacts of
colonialism are seldom taught in schools. Indigenous peoples continue
to suffer from the abuse that seven generations of Indigenous children
experienced during this national project of assimilation.

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC),
KAIROS Canada and the Legacy of Hope Foundation want to
redress this legacy. The TRC outlines 94 Calls to Action, released
in June 2015 after a five year cross Canada consultation process.
urges each province and territory to “make age-appropriate
Treaties, and Aboriginal peoples’ historical and contemporary

contributions to Canada a mandatory education requirement for Kindergarten to Grade Twelve

students.”

o KAIROS has partnered with Legacy of Hope to advance this Call through a
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campaign called Education for Reconciliation. They created a Report Card on
Provincial and Territorial Curriculum on Indigenous Peoples as a baseline to

gouCATION (”'““"‘“‘Afn% assess progress in achieving reconciliation through education in schools across
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http://www.kairoscanada.org/what-we-do/indigenous-rights/blanket-exercise/
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Findings/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
http://www.kairoscanada.org/what-we-do/indigenous-rights/windsofchange-report-cards/

“We applaud the provincial and territorial governments that have

pledged their commitment to mandatory curriculum and urge all

educational ministries to work with Indigenous educators to fully TRC Calls to Action
implement the TRC’s Call to Action 62 as soon as possible,” says

Jennifer Henry, KAIROS’ Executive Director. 62.1 We call upon the
federal, provincial, and

To date, no jurisdiction receives top marks. Only Saskatchewan territorial governments, in

and Alberta receive passing grades. British Columbia is making consultation and

good progress but still has lots of work to do to realize 62.i (see collaboration with

report card below). Survivors, Aboriginal

peoples, and educators, to:
Since November 2015, KAIROS and Legacy of Hope have :
mobilized their networks to gather signatures on petitions calling Make age-appropriate
o o . . curriculum on residential
on provincial and territorial governments to fully implement this .
) ) . L7 . schools, Treaties, and
call. They will deliver these petitions to the ministers of education

y >~ P _ Aboriginal peoples’
and provincial representatives in April. historical and
contemporary
“We can end the ignorance about our history in one generation if contributions to Canada a

governments ensure that all Canadian students learn about the mandatory education
requirement for

experiences of Indigenous peoples in Canada,” says Henry. “If we Kindergarten to Grade
teach our children the truth, they can be leaders in the critically Twelve students.
important work of bringing about reconciliation in our country.”

Education means not only learning a history that many are never taught but, for non-Indigenous
people, unlearning attitudes and behaviours that contribute to intolerance and racism. Canadians
and Indigenous peoples in Canada were often taught that Indigenous cultures are inferior to those of
Europeans.

“As a result of the efforts of our networks, we expect to see vast improvements in our reports cards
by the end of 2016,” says Henry.

Report Card: B.C. Curriculum on Indigenous Peoples

High schools in B.C. currently offer a few optional courses about First Nations, including B.C. First Nations
Studies (Grade 12 Social Studies) and First Peoples (Grades 10-12 English). A new curriculum addressing
“discrimination, inequality, oppression, impacts of colonialism” for students in Kindergarten to Grade 9 will
be rolled out in late 2015. A new curriculum for Grades 10-12 will be available in 2016.

The B.C. Teachers’ Federation (BCTF) is using educational resources from the Legacy of Hope Foundation
and Project of Heart to increase student awareness of the residential school legacy. The BCTF recently
released an interactive Project of Heart e-book that is being picked up by schools across the province and
beyond.


http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Findings/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf

As well, the First Nations Education Steering Committee (FNESC), the First Nations Schools Association,
BCTF and the Ministry of Education are collaborating to produce FNESC resources for grades 5, 10, 11 and
12 that are inclusive of Indigenous knowledge and perspectives. Although these are not part of provincial
curriculum, it is a promising partnership.

BRITISH COLUMBIA
Covers residential schools, Treaties and Taught from
Provincial Curriculum: the historic and contemporary Mandatory Kindergarten to
contributions of Indigenous peoples Grade 12
Public Commitment Needs Improvement Good Good
Actual Significant Work Needs
Implementation FasC Improvinm Required Improvement

For assessment criteria and report cards on other provinces, visit: http://www.kairoscanada.org/what-we-
do/indigenous-rights/windsofchange-report-cards/

Resources on Reconciliation

Indigenous Issues Primers

Truth and Reconciliation Commission

Summary of the Final Report of the TRC

TRC Calls to Action

Strength for Climbing: Steps on the Journey of

Reconciliation

Doctrine of Discovery

World Council of Churches’ Statement on the

Doctrine of Discovery

Analysis and excerpt from the Royal Proclamation,

1763

Broken Covenant, a film from Mennonite Church

Canada

Settler Treaty Rights

Treaties from 1760 - 1923: Two sides to the story

The Indian Act, 1876, a fact sheet by N. Tidridge



http://www.kairoscanada.org/what-we-do/indigenous-rights/windsofchange-report-cards/
http://www.kairoscanada.org/what-we-do/indigenous-rights/windsofchange-report-cards/
http://apihtawikosisan.com/aboriginal-issue-primers/
http://www.trc.ca/
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Honouring_the_Truth_Reconciling_for_the_Future_July_23_2015.pdf
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Findings/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
http://www.kairoscanada.org/product/strength-for-climbing
http://www.kairoscanada.org/product/strength-for-climbing
http://www.doctrineofdiscovery.org/index.htm
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/executive-committee/2012-02/statement-on-the-doctrine-of-discovery-and-its-enduring-impact-on-indigenous-peoples
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/executive-committee/2012-02/statement-on-the-doctrine-of-discovery-and-its-enduring-impact-on-indigenous-peoples
http://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/home/government-policy/royal-proclamation-1763.html
http://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/home/government-policy/royal-proclamation-1763.html
http://www.commonword.ca/go/49
http://www.commonword.ca/go/49
http://briarpatchmagazine.com/articles/view/settler-treaty-rights
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/treaties-from-1760-1923-two-sides-to-the-story-1.1081839
http://www.tidridge.com/uploads/3/8/4/1/3841927/the_indian_act.pdf

White Paper (1969)

White Paper (1969) Summary

Red Paper (response to the White Paper)

Report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal
Peoples

Report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal
Peoples — Highlights

UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

KAIROS Blanket Exercise. Fact Sheet on the United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples

Video presenting the Declaration

Residential School Resources, Aboriginal Health Foundation

Residential School Settlement Agreement

Learning from the Past: Selected Documents of Reconciliation and Apology from Canadian
Government and Churches

Government of Canada’s Apology to Survivors of Indian Residential Schools

CBC Aboriginal: Debunking the myth that Canadian schools teach enough about indigenous people



http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100010189/1100100010191
http://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/home/government-policy/the-white-paper-1969.html
http://ejournals.library.ualberta.ca/index.php/aps/article/view/11690/8926
https://qspace.library.queensu.ca/handle/1974/6874
https://qspace.library.queensu.ca/handle/1974/6874
http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100014597/1100100014637
http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100014597/1100100014637
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
http://www.kairoscanada.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/TA-LL-res-10-11-UNDRIP-Factsheet.pdf
http://www.kairoscanada.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/TA-LL-res-10-11-UNDRIP-Factsheet.pdf
http://vimeo.com/51598291
http://www.ahf.ca/publications/residential-school-resources
http://www.residentialschoolsettlement.ca/english.html
http://speakingmytruth.ca/v2a/?page_id=955
http://speakingmytruth.ca/v2a/?page_id=955
http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100015644/1100100015649
http://www.cbc.ca/news/aboriginal/debunking-myth-canadian-schools-teach-indigenous-peoples-1.3376800

