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Jubilee 2025 – Turn Debt into 
Hope is a global ecumenical and 
civil society initiative. KAIROS 
coordinates its Canadian arm, 
engaging with the local and global 
movement. Many of the Jubilee 
resources have been developed 
collectively. This booklet offers 
the unique perspective of how 
the biblical concepts of Jubilee 
speak to all of KAIROS’ pillar areas: 
Indigenous Rights, Ecological 
Justice, Migrant Justice and Gender 
Justice/Global Partnerships.

Use this booklet to deepen your 
understanding of Jubilee and 
systemic transformation. Share 
what you learn with your friends, 
family and wider network. Use 
discussion questions to spur your 
own learning or collective inquiry 
with a group. 

This material may be reproduced 
free of charge for congregational, 
school and community use. 
Please credit KAIROS: Canadian 
Ecumenical Justice Initiatives. 
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1  Carr, Rev. Marianne Emig. Formed for Jubilee: God’s Call to Justice and Restoration. Jubilee Preaching Aid.  
August 2025. https://kairoscanada.org/formed-for-jubilee-gods-call-to-justice-and-restoration.
 2  Ibid.

Jubilee is a godly path  
to reshape and restore, as  
Rev. Marianne Emig Carr 
continues in her Scripture 
reflection, Jubilee is  
“the sacred reset God 
commanded for Israel.”2 

Our world is in a time of intersecting 
and compounding crisis – from 
the persistent consequences of 
colonialism to ever-increasing 
climate catastrophes to war, 
violence and economic crises. A 
sacred reset is long overdue! 

Jubilee as a theological  
anchor and practical guide

“The prophet Jeremiah is sent to  
a potter’s house where he witnesses  
a powerful, simple image: a potter  
shaping clay on a wheel. But then,  

the clay becomes marred and the potter 
does not discard it; instead, the potter 

reshapes the clay into a new vessel.  
God says to Jeremiah:  

‘Like clay in the hand of the potter,  
so are you in my hand.’ This metaphor 
reveals a God who is willing to remake, 

reshape and restore.”1

https://kairoscanada.org/formed-for-jubilee-gods-call-to-justice-and-restoration


This is what KAIROS’ work is all 
about. The KAIROS mandate 
is “faithful action for justice 
and peace.” Our work is most 
often and most effective at 
the very intersections of these 
multiple crises. The diversity of 
our programs find hope in the 
restorative message of Jubilee.

In the pages to come, we learn 
how Jubilee resonates with 
Indigenous worldviews in its call 
to look deeply into the heart of 
how we relate to the land, to each 
other and to Mother Earth. We 
will find faithfulness in the call 

to restore balance by addressing 
ecological debt. We will feel the 
promise of freedom for migrant 
workers. We will learn how  
Jubilee is not only a spiritual 
practice but also a political  
and economic reordering.  

Jubilee is about so much more than 
debt cancellation. It is about right 
relationships between people and 
between people and the land, for 
the flourishing of all life. May these 
words ground you in the call to 
restore relationships and inspire 
you to engage in Jubilee action  
for justice and peace.

Participant at Jubilee People’s Forum (KAIROS)
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Let’s make 2025  
a year of hope and 

transformation!
#TurnDebtIntoHope 

#Jubilee2025
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Jubilee through  
Indigenous eyes: 
restoring land, 
balance and  
relationships

Jubilee is not just about money 
or cancelling debt, it’s about 
restoring balance, land and 
right relationships. If we focus 
on numbers only, we miss the 
deeper truth: debt is not just 
financial. It is relational, historical 
and ecological. Jubilee calls us 
to see beyond broken economic 
systems and into the heart of 
how we relate to the land, to each 
other and to Mother Earth. In this 
way, Jubilee deeply resonates 
with Indigenous worldviews.

Traditionally, the biblical Jubilee 
called for the release of debts, the 
liberation of enslaved people and 
the return of land to its original 
stewards. These concepts echo 
the lived experiences and calls 
to justice by Indigenous Peoples 
across Turtle Island. Land is not 
property, it is kin. Justice is not 

enforced through systems of 
punishment but through the 
restoration of right relations.

Colonization has and continues 
to create a profound ecological 
and spiritual debt. Lands 
are stolen, waters polluted, 
languages erased and traditional 
governance systems displaced. 
The wealth of Canada was built 
on the exploitation of Indigenous 
lands and Peoples, creating a 
moral deficit that no financial 
repayment can fix. What is 
required is a return — of land,  
of power, of responsibility and  
of voices.

An Indigenous vision of Jubilee 
means Land Back, honouring 
treaties and dismantling the 
systems that continue to  
extract and exploit. It means 
confronting the ongoing  
impacts of capitalism, colonialism 
and environmental destruction. 
In Indigenous teachings, we are 
reminded that true wealth is 
measured in clean water, healthy 
soil, intact relationships and 
cultural freedom. Repair is not 
about charity. It’s about justice.  
It’s about more than reconciliation 
- it’s about regeneration.

JUBILEE 2025— Turning Debt into Hope
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all is connected

As Indigenous teachings remind 
us, all things are connected. 
Economic debt cannot be 
separated from ecological 
destruction. Land justice cannot 
be separated from language and 
culture. The struggle for clean 
water is tied to the struggle for 
truth. The healing of the land is 
the healing of ourselves.

discussion questions: 
1.	 What are the systems in  
	 your life or community  
	 that still benefit from  
	 colonial extraction or  
	 inequality?

2.	 What would Jubilee look  
	 like if it were rooted  
	 in Indigenous values and  
	 knowledge?

3.	 What is one way you can  
	 practice responsibility,  
	 reciprocity or repair this  
	 week?

KAIROS Companion to the Jubilee 2025 Campaign: Faith, Justice and Right Relationship

G7 People’s Forum participants at Stoney Nakoda Medicine Wheel (Stéphanie Nobécourt) 
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Jubilee in  
a time of  
climate crisis

Climate change disproportionately  
harms those who have 
contributed the least to 
it - particularly Indigenous 
communities and the Global 
South. These communities 
are on the frontlines of a crisis 
they did not cause, enduring 
extreme impacts such as drought, 
flooding, heatwaves and wildfires. 
Meanwhile, countries in the 
Global North have historically 
contributed 92 percent of excess 
global emissions, bearing a 
significant responsibility for the 
current crisis.3 

According to a 2023 study, by 
2050, the Global North will 
owe US$192 trillion in climate 
reparations to the Global South—
equivalent to an annual debt of 
US$5 trillion.4 This climate debt is 
part of a broader ecological  
debt owed for environmental 

degradation, resource plundering 
and social damages.

While the Global North 
has amassed wealth from 
this imbalance, Indigenous 
communities and countries in 
the Global South continue to 
pay for it. When climate disasters 
strike, countries in the Global 
South are often forced to borrow 
urgently, turning to private lenders 
who wield disproportionate 
power—setting high interest 
rates and harsh conditions. As 
a result, governments take on 
unsustainable debt just to recover. 
Meanwhile, climate impacts 
reduce national revenue through 
crop loss, infrastructure damage 
and economic disruption - further 
hindering debt repayments.

While some Global North 
countries, including Canada, have 
committed to debt transparency 
and debt relief during climate-
related disasters, private lenders, 
which are often unregulated, are 
neither transparent nor compelled 
to participate in debt relief or 
resolution. Moreover, the share 

JUBILEE 2025— Turning Debt into Hope

3 Hickel, J. (2020). Quantifying National Responsibility for Climate breakdown: an equality-based Attribution  
Approach for Carbon Dioxide Emissions in Excess of the Planetary Boundary. The Lancet Planetary Health, 4(9), 
399–404. https://doi.org/10.1016/S2542-5196(20)30196-0 
4 Fanning, A. L., & Hickel, J. (2023). Compensation for atmospheric appropriation. Nature Sustainability, 6, 1–10. 
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41893-023-01130-8 
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and complexity of sovereign 
debt held by private creditors has 
grown dramatically since 2008.5 
There is an urgent call for binding 
international rules to enforce 
responsible lending practices and 
ensure lenders share the burden 
when disaster strikes.

Canada, as a wealthy, high-emitting 
country, has a responsibility under 
the Paris Agreement to contribute 
its fair share to global climate 
action - based on both its historical 
responsibility and its capacity 
to act. The Fair Shares Platform 
provides a roadmap for Canada to 
do just that. It calls on Canada to:

•	 Contribute its fair share of  
	 climate finance to the Global  
	 South

•	 Cancel unjust debts and  
	 support global debt justice

•	 Reform the global tax system  
	 so that polluters pay

•	 Support trade reform that  
	 aligns with climate goals

Supporting this platform is  
a concrete way to advance 
climate justice and Jubilee. 
Canada must acknowledge its 
ecological debt both through 

structural and financial reforms, 
and address mechanisms that 
abet the continued accumulation 
of ecological debt, such as fossil 
fuel subsidies.

There can be no climate justice 
without debt justice. Jubilee calls for 
the cancellation of unjust debt and 
for restored balance. Recognizing 
and addressing the ecological debt 
owed to Indigenous communities 
and the Global South is a faithful 
response to that call.

discussion questions: 
1.	 How does the biblical  
	 concept of Jubilee connect  
	 to principles of climate  
	 justice?

2.	 What does fair and  
	 responsible lending mean  
	 to you? What policies would  
	 ensure responsible lending  
	 practices for governments  
	 and private creditors?

3.	 What borrowing, lending  
	 or money transfer  
	 mechanisms support  
	 Canadian communities  
	 during climate disasters,  
	 and could these models  
	 inform a just global system?

KAIROS Companion to the Jubilee 2025 Campaign: Faith, Justice and Right Relationship

5 Debt Justice UK. (2025, August). Lower-income country debt payments by creditor grouping.  
https://debtjustice.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Debt-payments-by-creditor-grouping_08.25.pdf 
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Jubilee for  
migrants

At the heart of Jubilee is a 
promise of freedom. Freedom  
of debts released, land restored, 
and those bound in servitude  
set free. For migrant workers 
today, this vision speaks directly 
to their lived realities.

Many leave their homes out  
of necessity rather than choice, 
forced by poverty, conflict and/
or climate disasters often from 
countries unable to support  
them due to unsustainable  
debt. In search of dignity and 
survival, they often turn to 
lenders to reach Canada, taking 
on significant personal debt.  
Once here, too many find 
themselves trapped in the 
Temporary Foreign Worker 
Program - tied to one employer, 
excluded from fundamental 
rights, and silenced by fear of 
deportation. This is not freedom; 
it is a form of modern slavery 6

The biblical call to Jubilee 
confronts this injustice. It reminds 
us that God’s vision is not for a 
tiered society where some are 
disposable but for a community 
where each person is valued, 
where land and labour are 
honoured and where everyone 
can live in dignity. Jubilee insists 
that migrant workers are essential 
members of our community. They 
contribute to the social, economic 
and cultural fabric of our society, 
and deserve permanent residency, 
equal protection and freedom 
from precarity and exploitation.

As we mark Jubilee 2025, we 
are called to remember that 
liberation is not symbolic. It is 
practical. It means ending the 
systems that bind workers to debt 
and dependency. It is breaking 
the chains of unjust labour 
programs. It is creating pathways 
to freedom and belonging.

To walk in the spirit of Jubilee is to 
stand alongside migrant workers 
in their struggle for justice and to 
proclaim with them that another 
way is possible: a way of freedom, 
equity and life for all.

JUBILEE 2025— Turning Debt into Hope

6 Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. (2023, September 6). Canada: “Anchor the fight against 
contemporary forms of slavery” – UN expert [Press release]. https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2023/09/
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discussion questions:
1.	 How does the biblical vision  
	 of Jubilee challenge Canada’s  
	 treatment of migrant workers  
	 today?

2.	 In what ways does debt, both  
	 global and personal, shape  
	 the realities of migrant  
	 workers?

3.	 How can faith communities  
	 and allies act in solidarity  
	 with migrant workers to bring  
	 Jubilee principles to life?

KAIROS Companion to the Jubilee 2025 Campaign: Faith, Justice and Right Relationship

Beth Lorimer, Dean Detloff, Cheryl McNamara and Genevieve Gallant at C7 Summit (KAIROS)



Jubilee and 
the voices of 
women: justice 
rooted in land 
and liberation

The biblical concept of Jubilee, 
described in Leviticus 25, offers 
a vision of justice that resonates 
deeply with the struggles 
and hopes of KAIROS’ global 
partners, which are women-
led organizations. Jubilee was 
meant to disrupt entrenched 
cycles of inequality by forgiving 
debts, returning land to original 
stewards and allowing the earth 
to rest. It was both a spiritual 
practice and a political and 
economic reordering that  
sought to restore balance in 
society and Creation.

Many of our global partners 
confront the consequences 
of land grabbing, resource 
extraction and corporate abuse 
that disproportionally harm 
women and girls, echoing the 
very injustices Jubilee seeks to 
correct. Advocating for land 
restitution, women’s rights 
and corporate accountability 

is, in essence, a Jubilee act. 
It challenges structures of 
exploitation and insists on  
equity and dignity for 
marginalized communities.

Jubilee’s call for debt justice 
speaks to the systemic burdens 
that Global South countries 
continue to face, where economic 
policies and extractive industries 
often prioritize profit over the 
well-being of people and planet. 
Advocacy to hold governments 
and corporations accountable 
aligns with this biblical 
imperative. It is about restoring 
just relationships and creating 
the conditions for communities, 
particularly women and girls, and 
Indigenous peoples to thrive.

The instruction for the land  
to lie fallow reminds us that 
justice must include Creation.  
Our climate justice work 
embodies this dimension of 
Jubilee, pressing for ecological 
practices and policies that  
honour the earth’s limits and 
affirm its sacredness. 

The connection between 
environmental degradation, 
gendered violence and 
displacement makes it clear  
that caring for Creation is 
inseparable from caring 
for the most vulnerable of 
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people, Indigenous women 
and girls. While women are 
disproportionally impacted 
by ecological destruction and 
resource extraction, they are 
often the ones who risk their  
lives to defend land and protect 
their communities. 

Finally, Jubilee calls us into 
solidarity. Building partnerships 
rooted in reciprocity and mutual 
respect is itself a form of  
re-establishing right relationships 
across borders and cultures.  
By amplifying the voices of global 
partners in Canada and beyond, 
and by linking local struggles 
to global movements, we live 
out Jubilee as a living, ongoing 
practice of justice.

Jubilee is both a theological 
anchor and a practical guide.  
It can ground our partnerships, 
advocacy and education in a 
vision that insists: another way  

is possible - where debts are 
erased, land is restored, creation 
is cared for and relationships are 
renewed in justice and peace 
- where gender justice and 
women’s role in defending land 
and community are celebrated.

discussion questions: 
1.	 What could “returning the  
	 land” or “cancelling debts”  
	 mean in practice for women,  
	 especially given that they are  
	 disproportionately displaced,  
	 silenced and excluded  
	 from decisions about land  
	 and resources?

2.	 How does the leadership of  
	 women caring for creation  
	 reflect the spirit of Jubilee?

3.	 What solidarity actions in  
	 Canada could amplify these  
	 women’s voices and struggles  
	 and how could our actions  
	 redistribute power?

KAIROS Companion to the Jubilee 2025 Campaign: Faith, Justice and Right Relationship

Members of Organización Femenina Popular in Colombia (KAIROS) 



Jubilee campaign marches at G7 Rally (KAIROS)
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Join the movement!  
Turn Debt Into Hope!
sign the petition

make a donation

Collect signatures using the Animator’s Toolkit

Whether you ask a few friends to sign or 
collect hundreds from your community, every 
signature counts! Help us reach our collective 
goal of 100, 000 signatures from Canada!

Your financial support will help us achieve our 
Jubilee 2025 goals. Your donation today will 
have a direct impact by allowing us to amplify 
Indigenous and Global South voices!

More ways to support jubilee:
•	 Support Land Back efforts in your region — including returning  
	 land, co-management or treaty education.

•	 Sign the Fair Shares Platform as an individual and endorse as an  
	 organization https://350.org/canada/fairshare. 

•	 Participate in days of action organized by KAIROS and its partners.

•	 Take action for migrant justice.  
	 Find ideas here: link.kairoscanada.org/mj.

•	 Connect this movement with climate justice, Indigenous sovereignty  
	 and decolonization work already happening in your community.

•	 Invite Indigenous and Global South voices into your organizing  
	 and follow their lead.

https://350.org/canada/fairshare
https://link.kairoscanada.org/mj
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