For Immediate Release

April 23, 2026

Citizens rally for global debt justice on Parliament Hill

Canadian Coalition of faith-based and civil society gathers in Ottawa to deliver petitions
to Parliamentarians as part of the Turn Debt into Hope campaign

WHAT - the Rally on Parliament Hill for Global Debt Justice at noon on April 28 is the
culmination of a 16-month campaign, Turn Debt into Hope, calling for the cancellation of unjust
sovereign debt and for urgent financial reforms that address the roots of recurring debt crises,
and address the growing ecological debts.

More than 70,000 signatures will be given to MP Robert Oliphant (Don Valley West),
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs. The rally will include addresses from
faith leadership, witness statements from global partners and a high-energy visual
representation by high school students.

The coalition and its volunteers have met with more than 20 MPs. All MPs have been invited for
the rally.

WHERE - Parliament Hill

WHEN - Tuesday, April 28, 2026

PHOTO AND INTERVIEW OPPORTUNITIES:
Noon Rally on the west lawn of Parliament Hill

e Visuals: piles of papier mache piggy banks set up on larger than life “scales of justice”
depicting the injustice of countries spending more on servicing debts than on healthcare,
education or climate action. Students will symbolically right the scales during the rally.

e A bus load of students from the Toronto Catholic School Board, with a group leading the
rally in with a lively participatory performance.

e Speakers

o Carl Hétu, Executive Director, Development and Peace-Caritas Canada (French)
o Rev. Dr. Jessica Hetherington, Preacher-Speaker-Teacher on Ecological Justice
(English)

1:00 p.m. Symbolic hand-over of more than 70,000 signatures on the Turn Debt into Hope
global petition to MP Robert Oliphant (Don Valley West).

e Students meet with Members of Parliament on the lawn


https://kairoscanada.org/turn-debt-into-hope

The Canadian Coalition for Turn Debt into Hope is led by KAIROS Canada and its organizing
partners: Development and Peace — Caritas Canada (DPCC), Citizens for Public Justice (CPJ),
the Office of Religious Congregations for Integral Ecology (ORCIE), and the Canadian Council
of Churches (CCC).
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Media Contacts:

Development and Peace — Caritas Canada, Minaz Kerawala, Communications and Public
Relations Advisor, mkerawala@devp.org; 438-943-6796 | French: Romina Acosta Bimbrera,
Conseillere en communications et relations publiques, rabimbrera@devp.org; 514-660-4276

Scott Cooper, Communications and Public Engagement Specialist, Citizens for Public Justice,
scott [at] cpj.ca, 613-232-0275 ext. 245.

Shannon Neufeldt, Campaign Coordinator, KAIROS Canada, sneufeldt [at] kairoscanada.com

Sasquia Antunez Pineda, Advocacy and Communications Officer, The Office of Religious
Congregations for Integral Ecology (ORCIE), sapineda [at] orcie.org

The Canadian Council of Churches: Marina Fanous, Communications Coordinator,
communications [at] councilofchurches.ca


https://kairoscanada.org/
https://kairoscanada.org/
https://devp.org/en/
https://devp.org/en/
https://cpj.ca/
https://cpj.ca/
https://orcie.org/
https://orcie.org/
https://councilofchurches.ca/
https://councilofchurches.ca/
https://councilofchurches.ca/
http://cpj.ca/

